Faith Leaders Oppose Government-Sponsored Religion in Public School Classrooms
March 18, 2025
Dear Members of the Texas Senate and House of Representatives:

We are faith leaders from across Texas who value religious freedom for all. We urge you to vote against
SB 10, HB 1009, and any other bill that would require every K-12 public school to display a
government-selected version of the Ten Commandments in every classroom. We believe this

legislation is a misguided effort that undermines the faith and freedom we cherish.

Both the U.S. and Texas Constitutions guarantee our right, and the right of all Texans, to religious
freedom. That freedom involves respecting the rights of individuals, parents, and faith communities to
make decisions about the teaching of sacred texts that inform our religious understandings and

practices. Bills mandating the display of the Ten Commandments demean that freedom.

The responsibility for religious education belongs to families, houses of worship, and other religious
institutions — not the government. The government oversteps its authority when it dictates an official
state-approved version of any religious text. Our faith communities exist to help individuals and
families live according to their beliefs. We do not need or want government officials interfering with

and usurping this sacred role.

Not only do these unconstitutional bills undermine religious freedom by putting the state in a role of
religious authority that will coerce public school students into reading a religious text that directs

specific religious actions, they also take sides in important religious debates.

The legislation requires the use of a specific translation of the Ten Commandments — down to
individual word choices — that are not remotely universal or inclusive of all faith traditions, even
among those of us who incorporate or hold sacred the Ten Commandments. Different faith traditions
understand and interpret the Ten Commandments differently. In attempting to reconcile and cobble
together these varying interpretations, the text of the display mandated by these bills manages to
produce a hodgepodge of scripture that includes twelve, not ten, commandments and fails to reflect

the beliefs of many Christian and Jewish communities.

Indeed, the state-dictated version of the Ten Commandments set forth in these bills does not exist in

any translation of the Bible. It is simply not possible to create a version of the Ten Commandments



that honors every faith tradition’s interpretation, and legislators’ attempt to do so is deeply offensive to

those of us who do observe the Ten Commandments.

We also recognize that the Ten Commandments hold no religious meaning for thousands of Texans.
The Ten Commandments are held in a different light for the many students in our state who are
Muslim, Hindu, Buddhist, Sikh, Unitarian Universalist, or who practice other religions or no religion
at all. It is not the place of the government nor public schools to interpret this text for minority
religious groups and for those who are not religious, nor to impose these religious instructions on

them.

Finally, this legislation puts every public school teacher in the unenviable position of explaining to
Christian and Jewish students why the scripture displayed in their school does not match the
translation that a family has chosen to use in their home. Our public school teachers already carry a

great load; they cannot be expected to explain millennia of biblical nuance to their already full plates.

We do not need to — and indeed should not — turn public schools into Sunday schools. We remain
steadfast and united in affirming the values of religious freedom that are foundational to our
democracy and will continue to push back against attempts to impose a singular religious viewpoint
into our public institutions. We therefore strongly urge you to advocate for and protect the rights of
all students by leaving biblical instruction and religious education where it belongs — with our

families, churches, and religious institutions!

Sincerely,

Rev. Heather Patriacca Tolleson Rev. Dr. George A. Mason

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) Baptist

Senior Minister President, Faith Commons

Katy, TX Dallas, TX

Jeana Nam Anita S. Knight

Episcopal Lutheran

Bishop’s Warden Public Policy Chair of Austin AAUW

Houston, TX West Lake Hills, TX



Mara Richards Bim, MDiv

Baptist

Candidate for Ordination, Royal Lane Baptist
Church

Plano, TX

Elyse Rosenberg

Reform Jewish

State Policy Advocate, National Council of
Jewish Women

Austin, TX

Lisa Brenskelle
Christian

Justice Advocacy Ministry leader
Houston, TX

Rev. Luis E. Ramirez
United Methodist
Senior Pastor
Baytown, TX

Shirley Hanna

Baptist

Deacon Board Member
Fort Worth, TX

Susan Pintchovski

Jewish

Public policy Team Member, National Council
of Jewish Women -Austin

Austin, TX

Rev. Dr. Katie Hays
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Founder, Pastor
Fort Worth, TX

Amanda Tyler

Baptist

Executive Director, Baptist Joint Committee for
Religious Liberty

Dallas, TX

Cantor Sheri Allen
Jewish

Cantor

Fort Worth, TX

Tiffany McClain

Baptist

Music & Worship Coordinator
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Ginger Watson
United Methodist Church
Pastor

Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Dr. Timothy Peoples
Baptist

Pastor

Dallas, TX

Rev. Natalie Webb
Alliance of Baptists
Senior Pastor
Austin, TX



Rev. Dr. Jonathan Davis

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship

Director of Development, BJC - Baptist Joint
Committee

Georgetown, TX

Rev. Aurelia Dévila Pratt
Baptist

Lead Pastor

Cedar Park, TX

Amber Jamison

United Methodist

Director of Community Involvement, Mercy
Street, Chapelwood UMC

Houston, TX

Rabbi Andrew M. Paley
Jewish/Reform

Senior Rabbi

Dallas, TX

Stephen Reeves

Baptist

Executive Director, Fellowship Southwest
Dripping Springs, TX

Rabbi Seth M. Stander, DD
Jewish

Rabb:i

Houston, TX

Rev. Victoria Robb Powers
Baptist
Senior Pastor

Dallas, TX

Donald P. Butler

First Congregational Church of Houston
Member of Church In Society Committee
Houston, TX

Rev. Noel Denison
United Methodist
Retired Ordained Deacon
Houston, TX

Anne Edwards
Presbyterian (USA)
Ruling Elder
Dallas, TX

Rev. Charles Foster Johnson

Baptist

Executive Director, Pastors for Children
Fort Worth, TX

Rabbi Kimberly Herzog Cohen
Reform Judaism

Associate Rabbi

Dallas, TX

Rabbi Mara Nathan
Jewish/Reform
Senior Rabbi

San Antonio, TX

Rabbi Daniel Horwitz
Jewish/Conservative
Congregational Rabbi
Houston, TX



Kim Mabry

Christian

Manager for Interfaith Engagement
Houston, TX

Rabbi Shaul Osadchey

Jewish

Faith Leader-in-Residence, American
Leadership Forum

Houston, TX

The Rev. Jessica Cain
ELCA

Pastor
Buda, TX

Rev. Jeremy Pope
Disciples of Christ

Board Certified Chaplain
Fort Worth, TX

David R. Brockman, Ph.D.
Episcopalian
Theologian/Scholar

Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Erin Walter

Unitarian Universalist

Minister € Executive Director, the Texas
Unitarian Universalist Justice Ministry
Education Network

Bastrop, TX

Rev. Dr. Jorene Taylor Swift
Baptist

Pastor Celebration Community Church (ret)

Fort Worth, TX

Dr. Mary McDonnell Harris
United Methodist

Senior Member

Denton, TX

Rev. Seido Francavilla
Buddbist

Head Monk, Head priest
Houston, TX

Courtney White
Non-denominational
ORDM

Coppell, TX

Patricia MTamany-Allen
United Methodist

Social Justice Group Leader
Houston, TX

Edy Lou Mayfield

Christian Church Disciples of Christ
Personnel Committee Member

Fort Worth, TX

Kristin Shelton
United Methodist
Sunday School Teacher
Austin, TX



Ryan Flanigan
Episcopal
Music Director
Austin, TX

Karen Hendley
United Methodist
Layperson
Jacksonville, TX

Andrew Bowles

Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Chaplain

Dallas, TX

The Rev. Karen A. Calafat
Episcopalian

Vicar

Fort Worth, TX

Cathy Webb
Baptist
Deacon
Plano, TX

Daniel H. Miller
United Methodist
Chaplain
Houston, TX

Rabbi Shira Wallach
Jewish

Rabb:i

Dallas, TX

Ann Bailey

Christian (Disciples of Christ)
Elder

Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Dr. James S. Wright
Presbyterian

Chaplain

Tyler, TX

Rev. M. Rick Carpenter
Baptist

Retired Pastor

Celina, TX

Rev. Amy W. Moore
PCUSA

Reverend

Dallas, TX

Rabbi Marina Yergin
Reform Judaism
Rabb:i

San Antonio, TX

Rev. Rick McClatchy
Cooperative Baptist Fellowship
Minister

Bangs, TX

Dale Dietert
ELCA Lutheran
Director of Music
Dallas, TX



Rev. Allison Lanza
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Pastor
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Linda Wilkerson

Baptist

Retired Director of Pastoral Care
Dallas, TX

The Rev. Milton S. Jordan
Wellspring United Methodist Church
Associate Clergy

Georgetown, TX

Rev. Suzanne Halbert
Disciples of Christ
Elder

Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Katie McQuage-Loukas
Unitarian Universalist
Minister

Houston, TX

Emily Roe

United Methodist

Staff Parish Relations Committee, Sunday
School Leader, Usher

Austin, TX

Rev. James Rowe
ELCA

Pastor

Denton, TX

William Marsh
United Methodist
Lay Person
Georgetown, TX

Camille Raycraft
Methodist
Circle leader and Presenter

Austin, TX

Rev. Kirsten Hancock
Baptist

Minister

San Antonio, TX

Rev. Dr. Andy Shelton

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Director of Field Eduction and Supervised
Ministry, Brite Divinity School

Fort Worth, TX

The Rev. Alfred O. Hoerig

The Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Pastor, retired

Elgin, TX

Allison Komorowski
Christian

Lay person

Fort Worth, TX



Ella Soulsby

Methodist

Metro West UWFEaith District Vice President,
Keller UMC UW Faith Membership
Coordinator

Richland Hills, TX

Karl Fickling
Baptist

Pastor

Grand Prairie, TX

Frank Fehmel
Presbyterian

Committee Member
Dallas, TX

Martha James

United Methodist
Chair, Board of Trustees
Plano, TX

Rev. Dr. Edward Kern
ELCA Lutheran

Pastor
San Antonio, TX

Rodney Macias
Baptist

Deacon

Van Alstyne, TX

Rev. Dr. Dan King
Unitarian Universalist

Minister Emeritus
Houston, TX

Dr. Susan Anderson

Unitarian Universalist

Chair, Public Education Team of the Justice
Network of Tarrant County

Benbrook, TX

The Reverend Nancy Springer
Episcopal

Priest

Spring Branch, TX

Carole Gard
United Methodist
Past Lay Chair
Galveston, TX

Martha Glassmire

United Methodist

United Women in Faith District Social Action
Chair

Austin, TX

Trisha Sheridan-Stanfill

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Coordinator of Mission Volunteers
Fort Worth, TX

Joni Bumgarner
Spiritualism
Counselor
Austin, TX

Rev. Dr Elizabeth Nash
United Church of Christ
Retired Minister
Austin, TX



Julie Peckham

United Methodist

United Women of Faith Vice President
Austin, TX

Sharyn Reynolds
Presbyterian Church USA
Teaching Elder, Retired
Austin, TX

Darlene R Alfred
United Methodist

Member Executive Team, SCJ Mission Council

Salado, TX

Dr. Gary W. Patterson
Episcopal Church USA
Diocesan Council Member
Houston, TX

Jeanette Pierce

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Church Council- Sending Committee Chair
San Antonio, TX

Kathleen Harrington

United Methodist

Chair, Risk Taking Mission € Service
Commuttee, Saint Jobn's UMC
Austin, TX

Rabbi Joshua R. S. Fixler
Jewish

Rabbi

Houston, TX

The Rev. Dr. Michael H. F.loyd

Episcopal
Retired Seminary Professor
Austin, TX

Ruling Elder Marguerite D Scott

Presbyterian Church USA

Co-Chair, Presenter, Teacher

Houston, TX

Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon
United Church of Christ
Senior Pastor

College Station, TX

Dr. Kenton Keller
Baptist

President

Dallas, TX

Cantor Rollin Simmons
Jewish

Cantor

Houston, TX

Mark Sprick
Lutheran
Church Leader
Whylie, TX

Kim Hefley

Methodist

United Women In Faith
Whylie, TX



Anne Mills

Methodist

Former Lay Leader, Chair Admin Board
Commerce, TX

The Reverend Elaine M. Gomulka
Lutheran, ELCA
Sentor Pastor

College Station, TX

Rev. Michael Townsend
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Senior Minister

Bryan, TX

Pastor Jerry Wirtley

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Pastor

College Station, TX

Gage Martin
Methodist
Lay person
Houston, TX

Rev. Erica Knisely
PC(USA)

Minister of Formation
Austin, TX

Lynne Grandstaff
United Methodist

National United Women in Faith, Director

Red Oak, TX

Dr. Mark A. Chancey
United Methodist

Professor of Religious Studies
Dallas, TX

Richard Luttrell
Baptist
Deacon

Richardson, TX

Rev. Daniel Humbert
Christian

Senior Pastor

Flower Mound, TX

Rev. Brooke Dooley

United Church of Christ

Associate Pastor to Youth € Young Adults
College Station, TX

Pauletta Reeves

Baptist

Former Co Deacon Chair
Austin, TX

Rev. Les Switzer

Congregationalist

Retired, Foundation for Contempoary Theology

Houston, TX

Dr. Orville B Jenkins
United Methodist

Chair, St. Barnabas UMC Leadership Council

Arlington, TX



May Sebel

Jewish

Temple Board of Trustees
Dallas, TX

Jackie Womack

Christian/United Church of Christ
Council Moderator

College Station, TX

Karen Miller

Presbyterian

Deacon , University Presbyterian Church
Austin

Austin, TX

Pastor Collin Packer
Churches of Christ
Scholar in Residence

Allen, TX

Margaret Rogers
Presbyterian Church USA
Elder

Richardson, TX

Rev. Robert Mueller
Presbyterian (PCUSA)
Pastor

Austin, TX

Cecelia Hawkins
Congregational (UCC)

Vice-moderator of Programs/Church Council

College Station, TX

Rev. William J Cork
Mennonite Church USA
Chaplain

Houston, TX

Ryon Price

Baptist

Senior Pastor, Broadway Baptist Church
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Dr. Jon K. Reid

Buddbist

Commaunity Buddhist Minister
Sachse, TX

Karan Marshall
United Methodist

Sunday School Teacher, Small group leader

Dallas, TX

Phyllis Roberts

United Church of Christ
Missions Board
Houston, TX

Rev. Dawne Phillips
United Methodist
Retired
Weatherford, TX

Rev. Kiya Heartwood
Unitarian Universalist
Minister

Bryan, TX



Rev. Dr. Katherine Godby

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Retired

Arlington, TX

Rabbi Geoff Dennis
Judaism

Rabbi

Flower Mound, TX

Hannah Alexander
United Church of Christ
Sunday School Teacher
College Station, TX

Cheryl Cunningham
Presbyterian Church USA
Membership Coordinator
Dallas, TX

Rev. Holly Bandel
United Methodist

Pastor
Dallas, TX

Rev. Dr. Paul R. Ziese

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Retired

San Antonio, TX

The Rev. Dr. Natalya Cherry
United Methodist Church
Associate Professor in Methodist Studies and

Theology, Brite Divinity School
Fort Worth, TX

Sheila Whitford

Unitarian Universalist

UU Justice Volunteer Leader for Food Insecurity
and Children Literacy

Houston, TX

Rev. Tim Clifford
United Methodist
Associate Pastor

Fort Worth, TX

Barbara Gunnin

Baptist

Chair of Justice and Advocacy. (Missions)
Committee

Dallas, TX

Kathryn Wise
United Methodist

Lay leader
Dallas, TX

Fran B Duane, LCSW
Baptist/ UCC

Council Member, Trustee
Bryan, TX

Rabbi Neal Katz
Jewish/Reform
Rabbi

Tyler, TX

Rabbi Anne Villarreal-Belford
Jewish/Reform

Rabbi

Houston, TX



Rabbi Oren Hayon
Judaism

Senior Rabbi
Houston, TX

The Rev. Donna Wright
ELCA

Pastor

Valley Mills, TX

Rev. Barbara Robberson
United Methodist

Clergy

Houston, TX

Rabbi Edwin Goldberg
Jewish

Rabbi

The Woodlands, TX

Rev. Dr. Eilene Theilig
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Clergy
Fort Worth, TX

Wendy Campbell

United Methodist

President, United Women in Faith of Horizon
1IX Conference

Dallas, TX

Stephen Cady

United Methodist

President, Brite Divinity School
Fort Worth, TX

Steven Gross
Jewish
Rabbi
Houston, TX

Sandra Soria

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)

Layperson
Fort Worth, TX

Rev. Dr. Jay Beavers
United Methodist
Retired Clergy
Saginaw, TX

Rev. Carissa Baldwin-McGinnis
Episcopal

Priest/Vicar

Houston, TX

Rabbi Kelly Levy
Jewish/Reform
Rabbi

Austin, TX

Reverend Glynden Bode
United Methodist Church
Retired

Spring, TX

Rev. Debby Morris
Wicca

Ordained Minister
Livingston, TX



Rev. Dottie L Cook

Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
Senior Minister

Fort Worth, TX

The Rev. Dr. Peggy Ogden-Howwe
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
Retired, supply preacher

Georgetown, TX

Rev. Cindy Mood, LCSW-S
Presbyterian Church U.S.A.
Minister

Katy, TX

Rabbi Samuel M Stahl
Jewish

Retired Rabbi

San Antonio, TX

Rev. Dr. Lee Ann Nolan Rathbun
Baptist (Cooperative Baptist Fellowship)
Clinical Pastoral Education Educator
Austin, TX

Reverend Katheryn Barlow-Williams
Presbyterian

Head of Stafff Central Presbyterian Church
Austin, TX

Rev. Carol Tompkins
Presbyterian Church (USA)

Member-at-Large, Presbytery of New Covenant

Houston, TX

Deacon Aimee Elles

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
(ELCA)

Deacon, Director of Congregational
Engagement

Houston, TX

Rev. Dr. Becky Edmiston-Lange
Unitarian Universalist
Minister

Houston, TX

Rev. Laura Arellano-Davis
United Methodist
Chaplain Manager
Houston, TX

Ami Mizell-Flint

Jewish

President, Congregation Beth Israel
San Angelo, TX



