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An Open Letter from Texas Clergy on Religious Freedom and Public Education 
 
To the members of the Texas State Board of Education, 
 
As clergy serving congregations and organizations across Texas, and who hold religious 
texts with the utmost reverence, we write with deep concern about the proposed TEA 
reading list and social studies curriculum changes before the State Board of Education. 
 
The proposed TEA reading list is incompatible with the vibrant, multicultural, and multifaith 
communities that attend Texas' public schools. It includes Bible stories for very young 
students – using only a Protestant Christian translation (except for one outdated Jewish 
translation). Kindergartners will be assigned New Testament passages. First graders will be 
assigned the Parable of the Prodigal Son. And students who practice diLerent faith 
traditions, or no faith at all, will be left out, their beliefs unrepresented.  
 
Even more concerning, the author of several biblical texts is listed as "The State of Texas." 
The State of Texas did not write the Bible and has no business putting its name on it. 
 
Texas's public schools are where children from all backgrounds sit side by side — Baptist 
students, Muslim students, Jewish students, children from secular homes — and learn 
together from texts that privilege no one religion, but rather, the pursuit of knowledge. That 
is religious freedom in its most honest form. 
 
The SBOE process itself has been rife with irregularities. A small group of political 
appointees — “content advisors” — was given disproportionate influence. Certain faith 
communities were blatantly excluded. 130 teachers were given just two and a half days to 
review materials they could not meaningfully change. And the process failed to meet Texas 
law requiring meaningful participation from educators and parents. 
 
Sacred texts belong to the faith communities that cherish them, and public schools serve 
ALL families — of all faiths and practices. When the government inserts itself into that 
sacred responsibility, both faith and freedom are put at risk. The state does religion no favor 
by becoming its sponsor. 
 
For these reasons, we urge the State Board of Education to reject the proposed curriculum 
changes and TEA reading list in their current form. Instead, we ask that you take the time 
and seek the community input necessary to ensure the curriculum and reading list reflect 
the fullness of Texas communities, religions, and cultures. We ask that you protect religious 
freedom by respecting all Texas families — and the right of every student to learn and every 
family to choose what is taught in matters of faith. Let sacred texts be taught in homes and 
houses of worship — not mandated by the state in public school classrooms. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Texas Clergy for Religious Freedom 
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Reverend Susan Abold 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Mr. Willie Acklin 
District 8 
Conroe, TX 
Not A<iliated 
 
Maimoon Ahmed 
District 5 
Kyle, TX 
Islam 
 
Cantor Sheri Allen 
District 11 
Ft Worth, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. J.D. Allen 
District 14 
Carrollton, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Raed Alrosan 
District 7 
Richmond, TX 
Islam 
 
Rev Tracey Anderson-Tellado 
District 2 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev. Holly Bandel 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Chesna Barcroft 
District 12 
Princeton, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 

Rev. Jack Barden 
District 14 
Austin, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev. Mally Baum 
District 3 
Mckinney, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Dr. Michael Bell 
District 13 
Fort Worth, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rev. Gina Bethune 
District 5 
Driftwood, TX 
American Baptist 
 
Rev. Mara Bim 
District 12 
Plano, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Boone McLean 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev. Dr. Colin Bossen 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Mr. James Bridges 
District 9 
Fate, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rev. Megan Brown 
District 5 
Pflugerville, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
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Rev. Dr. Ginny Brown Daniel 
District 6 
Spring, TX 
United Church of Christ 
 
The Rev. Jessica Cain 
District 5 
San Marcos, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Wendy Campbell 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
United Women in Faith 
 
Rev. Mel Caraway 
District 12 
McKinney, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Christina Cavalli 
District 5 
Cedar Park, TX 
Not A<iliated 
 
Rev. Brianna Childs Davenport 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Rabbi Michael Tevya Cohen 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rabbi Gabrielle Cohn 
District 2 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rev. Erin Conaway 
District 14 
Waco, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 

Rev. Jordan Conley 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev. D. Scott Cooper 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
William Cork 
District 8 
Houston, TX 
Mennonite 
 
Rev. Charlotte Coyle 
District 12 
Fort Worth, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev. Linda Cross 
District 9 
Dallas, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Dr David Currie 
District 15 
Christoval, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rev. Dr. Russell Dalton 
District 11 
Willow Park, TX 
American Baptist 
 
Rev. Beth Dana 
District 9 
Dallas, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rev Jennifer Davis 
District 11 
Arlington, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
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Rev. Michael Davis 
District 12 
Wylie, TX 
Not A<iliated 
 
Cantor Francyne Davis Jacobs 
District 9 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. Dr. Dan De Leon 
District 10 
College Station, TX 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Jeanne Devine 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Phillip Dieke 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Cantor Diane Dorf 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Conservative Judaism 
 
Rev. Dr. A Duelm 
District 12 
Fort Worth, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Reverend Michael Dunson 
District 10 
Belton, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Ms. Kathleen Ellis 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 

Valarie Englert 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Kathryn Escandell 
District 2 
Mcallen, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rabbi Gideon Estes 
District 8 
Houston, TX 
Conservative Judaism 
 
Connie Finck 
District 6 
Spring, TX 
Baha'i 
 
Mark S Finkelstein 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rabbi Joshua Fixler 
District 4 
Bellaire, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. Monica Frazier 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Charles Fredrickson 
District 3 
San Antonio, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rev Raegan Gilliland 
District 13 
Denton, TX 
United Methodist Church 
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Rev. Scott Gilliland 
District 14 
Denton, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Kristin Glass 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Cantor Vicky Glikin 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rabbi Dan Gordon 
District 15 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Bishop Erik Gronberg 
District 13 
Irving, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rabbi Steve Gross 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rev. Suzanne Halbert 
District 13 
Fort Worth, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Dr Mike Hall 
District 7 
Conroe, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Imam Abdul Hakim Hamid 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Islam 
 

Huzaifa Hamirani 
District 11 
Round Rock, TX 
Islam 
 
Shelly Hargrove 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rev. Jody Harrison 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Baptist 
 
Beth Hatla 
District 2 
Victoria, TX 
Catholic 
 
Rabbi Oren Hayon 
District 6 
Houston, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rev. Katie Hays 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev. Kiya Heartwood 
District 10 
Bryan, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi Kimberly Herzog Cohen 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev Virginia Holleman 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
Episcopal/Anglican 
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Rev. Carrie Holley-Hurt 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi Daniel Horwitz 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Conservative Judaism 
 
Dr. Anna Hosemann-Butler 
District 9 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. David Jensen 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Elizabeth Johnson 
District 14 
Lewisville, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rev. Dr. John Johnson 
District 12 
Howe, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev. Marilyn Jones 
District 14 
Stephenville, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Daniel Kanter 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi David Kaplinsky 
District 3 
San Antonio, TX 
Conservative Judaism 
 

Rabbi Nancy Kasten 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. Mary Keenan 
District 5 
Buda, TX 
Episcopal/Anglican 
 
The Rev. Dr. Edward Kern 
District 1 
San Antonio, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rev. Kaiya Kershaw 
District 14 
De Leon, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Earl Kim 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Dan King 
District 5 
Houston, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rev. Kristin Klade 
District 13 
Fort Worth, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Dr. James Klein 
District 2 
Corpus Christi, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Rev Erica Knisely 
District 11 
Pflugerville, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 



7 
 

Addae Kraba 
District 3 
Boerne, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Mrs. Katherine Langford 
District 11 
Hurst, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev Allison Lanza 
District 3 
Fort Worth, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev Sandra Leifeste 
District 3 
San Antonio, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Jennifer Lester 
District 12 
Greenville, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Rabbi Kelly Levy 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rabbi Michael Lewis 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Ruth Libby 
District 10 
New Braunfels, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Rabbi Susan Lippe 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 

Rabbi David Lipper 
District 6 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. April Long 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Other 
 
Ms Brenda Lyons 
District 9 
Fort Worth, TX 
Humanism 
 
Rev. Hilary Marchbanks 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Karan Marshall 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. George Mason 
District 9 
Dallas, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev. Laura Mayo 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
American Baptist 
 
Rev. Katie McQuage-Loukas 
District 8 
Houston, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi Ralph Mecklenburger 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Judaism 
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Dr. Wayne Menking 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Ms. Karen Miller 
District 10 
Austin, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev. Cindy Mood 
District 8 
Houston, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Nick Mumejian 
District 14 
Waco, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev Heather Mustain 
District 12 
Plano, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Reverend Stephanie Nash 
District 15 
Lubbock, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev. Elizabeth Newton 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Jackie Nirenberg 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Judaism 
 
Ms. Margaret Novotny 
District 2 
Spring, TX 
Catholic 
 

Rev. David Owen 
District 10 
Lexington, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Sarah Page 
District 5 
Round Rock, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rabbi Andrew Paley 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev Fran Patterson 
District 15 
Fort Worth, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Ms. Katie Paulsen 
District 6 
Houston, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Megan Peglar 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 
Rev. Diane Pennington 
District 5 
Garland, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev Nancy Piggott 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Church of Christ 
 
Dr. Rev. Santiago Piñon 
District 13 
Crowley, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
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Rev. Richard Powell 
District 13 
San Marcos, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Imam Saeed Purcell 
District 12 
Richardson, TX 
Islam 
 
Rev Paul Randall 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Mr. Jawad Rasul 
District 10 
Cedar Park, TX 
Islam 
 
Rev. Dr. Lee Ann Rathbun 
District 10 
Austin, TX 
Baptist 
 
Kristey Reed 
District 8 
Kingwood, TX 
Methodist 
 
Rev. Deborah Reeves 
District 5 
Dripping Springs, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rabbi Rebecca Reice 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
The Rev. William Blake Rider 
District 8 
Huntsville, TX 
Episcopal/Anglican 
 

Rev. Victoria Robb Powers 
District 9 
Dallas, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rabbi Debra Robbins 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Charles Rogers 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
The Rev. David Roschke 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Mr. Keith Rosen 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Craig Roshaven 
District 11 
Fort Worth, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi Amy Rossel 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rabbi Seymour Rossel 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Judaism 
 
Mr. Bill Routon 
District 1 
Tyler, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 



10 
 

Tracey Schneider 
District 8 
Conroe, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev Phillip Schulman 
District 3 
Kerrville, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rabbi Adrienne Scott 
District 7 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rabbi David Segal 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Reverend Louise Shaw 
District 3 
San Antonio, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rev. Katrina Shawgo 
District 5 
Pflugerville, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Rabbi Pamela Silk 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Cantor Rollin Simmons 
District 4 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Dan Simmons 
District 11 
Weatherford, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
 

Rev. Cheryl Smith 
District 7 
Pearland, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Carol Spencer 
District 13 
Fort Worth, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
 
Dr Mary Spradlin 
District 14 
Woodway, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Dr. Stephen Sprinkle 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
Episcopal/Anglican 
 
Rabbi David Stern 
District 12 
Dallas, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rev. Pamela Stiles 
District 10 
Fredericksburg, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Dr. Andy Stoker 
District 12 
Richardson, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev. Cathy Stone 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Reverend Jan Sullivan 
District 3 
Plano, TX 
Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
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Rev Cathy Sweeney 
District 11 
Richardson, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev Dr. Neil Thomas 
District 13 
Dallas, TX 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Hazel Thomas 
District 11 
Arlington, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Dr. Robert Thrift 
District 8 
Waco, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rev. Garrett Vickrey 
District 3 
San Antonio, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
Rabbi Dr. Anne Villarreal-Belford 
District 8 
Houston, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rabbi Renee Waghalter 
District 7 
Missouri City, TX 
Reform Judaism 
 
Rev. Erin Walter 
District 5 
Bastrop, TX 
Unitarian Universalism 
 
Rev. Marsha Warren 
District 2 
San Antonio, TX 
Non-denominational 
 

Tammy Washburn 
District 3 
Kyle, TX 
Non-denominational 
 
Doug Weaver 
District 14 
Hewitt, TX 
Baptist 
 
Rev. Natalie Webb 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
American Baptist 
 
Rev. Teresa Welborn 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Methodist Church 
 
Rev Audrua Welch 
District 11 
Irving, TX 
Methodist 
 
Rev. Dr. Mary Wilson 
District 5 
Austin, TX 
United Church of Christ 
 
Rabbi Ben Zeidman 
District 1 
El Paso, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. John Zeigler 
District 10 
Georgetown, TX 
Presbyterian (PCUSA) 
 
Dr. Paul Ziese 
District 2 
San Antonio, TX 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 
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Rabbi Brian Zimmerman 
District 12 
Fort Worth, TX 
Judaism 
 
Rev. Karen Zimmerman 
District 14 
Waco, TX 
Cooperative Baptist 
 
 


